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HEREAS, experfence hns taught
ns that on New Year's doy and
May day from the firing of
wuns, the planting of Maypoles,
amd  drunken  deinkers, there
his resulted untecessary wiste
of powder and much intoxica-
tion, with the had practices and
bad aceldents; therefore we
expressly forbld any Hrlng of
guns und beating of drums.

This Is the bhe J.:lunlng of one of I!](‘ many Now
Year's proclamuations of Peter Stuyvesant, director
general of New  Netherlands—his  furm, the
“Bouwerl]," on Manhattan islund gove the Bowery
ite nnme—Dhy which he hoped to “prevent more
glng, debaucheries and ecalamities” In New Ame
sterdum  durlng bis 17 years of administration,
1647-01.  For it was In old New York that the
Amcriean' custom of New Year's calls had fts be-
ginning,  And when the fun got too boisterous old
Peter would come stumping along on Wls sllver-
banded wooden leg and try to muke an unwilling
rattle-wanteh enforee Lis proclamation,

New Year's day was the hollday pir excellence
in old New York., It wis a day pecullnrly dedl-
cuted to family congratulations and the renewal
of friendships In expressions of sympauthy und
Kood will, which, following so closely the sncred
Testival of Christmns, insplred all with pecullar
slgnificance.  Washington Irving has safd: “New
York was then a hundy town. Anyone who did
mot live over the way was to be found round the
corner,”  So the making of New Yeur's calls was
easy. Let us glanee  at the New Amsterdam of
fhat day on the first day of the new year.

The sober, older citizens, sturdy figures, richly
and warmly clothed, walk, slowly smoking, to the
fort to render New Year's wishies to the officers
of the garrison and then to the White Hall by the
Battery to do the governor the same honor,  Ever
since daybreak n nolsier element has reveled up
and down the parvow fanes and by the banks of
the cannl (now Drond street), shouting greetings,
beating droms, firing muskets, blowing horns,
shaking “rumbling-pots” and drinking rivers of
peer. A group of voung burghers, with some
clumsy firearm, o snapluee or o murtherer, have
goge from door to door of ench corbel-roofed
hamw firing bLlunk wvollevs, gatheelng reeruits,
drinking more beer, till all repalr to Beekmnn's
Bwump (knowy to this doy In New York as the
Bwump) to fire at o tnrget

Nolse and New Yeur's continued to be elosely
connected In the doays of the Amerienn eolonles,
New Year's doy was o favorite day for shooting
At o mark, for shooting Tor prizes, and "“turget
ompanies” of very respectable citizens rose early
fo the morning for these contests, For 1@ was
decmed most selfish and rather disreputable for
@ man to spend the entire day In such shootlng,
He could go with his "turget company” in the

orning, but he must pany 2 round of calls to the

Ir In the afternoon,

In the duys of New Year's celebration In New
York, o the first half of the nineteenth century,
the town secmed o great fumlly reunfon, In which
each man vied with the other In bolsterous dellght,
Bhops wero llghted, windows garlanded, streets
wrowded, Great vans—stages with four and six
horses—were crowded with groups of men, often n
group of kinsfolk, or old nelghbors, or a hilarious
moli of men allled in politics—or some “torget
compuny” or “band of old flremen The ac-
qunintances of ench were called upon In turn.

It was anbout the beglnulng of the nineteenth
century that the ehange from a nelghborly ob-
servance 1o one of pure fushlon began In all the
large cities. The younger women of such hopse-
tholds as hnd daughters were hostesses, and great
was their rivalry, one with another, in respect to
wichly loaded refreshment tables and elegance of
toller. The dudes of those days—they called them
“pepux” and “dandles” and “gallunts”—attired
themselves In thelr best and started out early in
dhe morning on their calls,

It was not untll about the middle of the century
that the nbuse which finally led to the custom's
decllne begnn. For years the dandies of New
York and other large citles rivaled one another In
the length of their calling lists, und the calls soon
came to be pothing more than husty stops—mere
aapld gorgings of cake and gulpings of wine—In-
stead of the old-time friendly calls of men upon
the familles of thelr friends and scquaintances,

Then the ladies—the matrons as well as the
young women—began to vie with one another in
the pumber of their callers. This led to the
most extroordinary practices,  Callers were re-
crulted, Indeed much as customers are drunmed
up by denlers In soap. Cuards popouncing that
Miss This-or-That weuld be “at howme" on Junuary
1 were sent out almost Indiscriminately,

Then the Sundoy papers of the time began ty
wrint lsts of those who would recelve and the
smouses of those mentioned In the lsts were sure
to be besleged by numbers of wen whom the
dadies had never met or heard of and desired

sever (o meet sgain. Men would go calling in

"

hen We All ]‘fade/VeW

-<>O<>

BEFORE WE WENVT DRY

couples il I droves of 30 or
more, remuining as short a thoe at each stopping
Maee as possible amd announeine evervwhere how
muny cialls they had already made and how many
they expected to make before they flnished,

At every pluce they drank., The result wns o
most appalling assortment of “juges” long before
sundown,

nl ever

it jes

Late in the iftics the abuse came to be so great
that the newspapers and the ministers took 1t up.
and many were the editorinls written and many she
sermons preached against 1t
Iy brought results,

This ¢rusade speedl.

It was not many years before the smart set of
young men in most eltles stoppesd enlling.  The
hospitulide door that had heen open from morning
to evenlng was adorned with o basket for
Gentlemen were dreiven all over town deposting
thelr visiting cards tn these hiskets, Ina year or
S0 servants were dellvering these eards. Then
the baskets dispppeared gl the mail earrler de-

curds,

Hvered the few eards sent out.  Of ecourse this
process was not qt all uniform,. It was fast in
some elties, slow In athers, "

A belle of the elghties, sitting
thumblng over an old seraphook tilled with faded
cuttings from the newspapers of those days; her
husband, a begu of the snme period, in slippers
and dressing gown, smoking and listening as she
spoke and read, now and then nodding his head
and smiling at some memaory reculled; and the
daoughters of the house, planning for the watceh
party festivities of 1920, listening with curious in-
terest and lnughing and ehatting abhout how odd it
all seetied now—such o seene wais doubtless to be
witnessed In many a city all over the country
with the closing days of 1919,

“We dldn't go In 8o much for the wateh partles
in those days,” the matron sald. “The whistles
blew and there was some nolse, it is true, among
the downtown folk, but we girls, as n rule, retired
early—we had to save ourselves for the trying
ordenl of the next day, for New Year's dny was
the great soclal event of the yenr, It was ‘recelv-
ing day' in all the homes of the town, We called
it ‘keeping open house'

“It was a day of Invigh entertalnment and the
doors were supposed to be open to everybody that
called, whether friend or stranger, We prepured
for It weeks In advance. It was a perlod of great
convivinlity., Aslde from the fact that the con-
vivialty was somewhat overdone, at times, that old
custom of the New Year's open house was quite an
old-fashioned, sincere expression of good fellow-
ship to friend and nelghbor and vislting strangers
—opening the portals of the New Year, as It
were, with a greeting nnd a home welcome. And
as a goclal functlon, It was most dellghtful—it
helped to bring people together,

“It wus the fushlon to glve each of the callers a
souvenir to carry away with them and all sorts
of Ingenlous lttle devices were used. Some had
sllk bandges with the names of the girl painted on
them ; some had dalnty metal souvenirs speclally
struck off, others ornate eards with mottoes, nnd
some went in for the oddities, llke the clay plpes
thut papa tells about, 1 remember the gentlemen
used to wear these souvenles pinned or tied with
ribbons to thelr coats—as the knlghts of old wore
thelr ladles' favors—and Inte In the evening the
callers looked llke forelgn diplomats, with all thelr
decorntions, or, perhaps, llke South African chlefs
would be the better simlle, .

“Of course, only the gentlemen enlled—they
were never asecompanled by Iadles, The ladles re-
malged tn thelr homes to recelve them. The gen-
tlemen were supposed to be In full dregs—the
younger set wore swallowtills and crush hots, and
the older gentlemen Prince Albert couts and light
gray, pin-striped trousers—thut was the vogue,
The old timers, I remember, did oot take very
kindly to the erush hats. And everybody, of
course, had to have s hack or a slelgh,

“The hostess of the house usually called to her
assistance a bevy otttnrom;irhwhou«op
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the recolving line and helped to dispense the hos- |
pitality of the home. 1 remember one senson |
when we had more than 200 callers, The custom |
Wis o stny o few moments only, chat, drink and |
entoand then go on to the next houses One of the |
rooms, lowever, was elpnrel for daneing and in |
the fute hours the callers waald seleet partners |
and whirl through a waltz, n polka or a schattishe,
o perhaps aoset of the quadrille,  Every house |
had u band of musicinns, "

“The *open house’ Tunction was a very elaborate |
dress affuir—the women vied with one another in
heautiful costuming and the month before New
Yeur's was o harvest for the drossmalkers,

“From 2 o'clock until lnte in the night the par- |
lors were filled with guests, The lower portion of |
the house had heen previously heautifully deco-
rated with flowers and exoties and all who ealled
were made to feel perfeetly at home, In the din-
Ing room was n table with nll sorts of eatables
and duainties, with rare wines and punches. At 2
o'clock, when the reception opened, the Inlltuhi
were drawn and the gas lighted, During the day
favoroed eallers were Invited to return at night for
a dance

With the gradual abandoning of New Year's
calls cume In the gradual growth of the eating,
drinking und revelry that before the war and pro- |
hibitlon marked New Year's ove in the elties, |
Here Is 0 glimpse of Philadelphin In 1804

“After the reserves and the Third district police-
men had taken thelr positions the enormous erowd
began to swell in gize. In front of Independence
hall, filling the street, was n jostling mob that be-
came nolsier the nearer the hands of the clock
came to the midnight hour. Up Chestnut street
there were two black masses that moved victorl-
ously toward the statehouse,

“The gay apd comle ‘shooter (mummer) did
not put In appearance to any considerable eglent
untll about 11 o'clock, Then he eame from all di-
rections,

“The thousands packed In the rondway sent up
an auswering ory to the first stroke of the blg
hell, and the rattle of plstol shoks, despite the po-
lice orders agninst using weapons, was llke the
sound of musketry. The screams of whistles ndded
to the din and on every slde through the miles that
the eyes could plerce fireworks went blazing up-
ward."

And here Is n glimpse of New York In 1906

“All New York eame out to celebrate the birth
of the new year. Nothing lke It was ever seen
before for numbers or for enthusingm. From the
hour after dinper until long after midnight the
celebratlon lusted. It consisted of nolse, eatlng
and drinking, with nolse by far the predominating
element, Men born in New York, who have lived
here all their lives, looked at the carnlval in wide-
eyed pstonishment,

“At least 50,000 men and women packed Broad-
way and the slde streets near Trinlty church from
half pust eleven o'clock until long after mldnight.
To hear the chimes? Oh, no. To blow horns and
whistles and spring rattles and yell and thus
drown out the very preity chimes ur old Trinity
that welcowed In the New Year. Every table In
every big restnurant was (aken \u.-i.-h in advance,”

In 1914 the police In most of the large eltles or-
dered “sune” New Yeor's celebrations. In conse-
quence there was a warked dimioution of the
revelry ; In muny cities midolght eclosing and coum-
munity celebrations marked the oceaslon,

I'hus the c¢lebration of New Year's day In polse,
drioking, eating and calllng—has grown to be &

GRACEFUL FROCKS BEAR
THE BRUNT OF SERVICE

Some women mannge to look atreace-
tive, no mntter what their lll'{"ll]]:ﬂiurl.‘
or what the hour of the day. e
might think that the more women de-
vote themselves to bhusiness the less
interest they waonld devlop in ottrae- |
tivee elothes—hut facts disclose quite
the contrary to this state of things, As

they become more netlve in aflairs
und as thelr earnlngs Inerease, they
buy hetter and hetter apparel,  And
It is not good materials alone that at-
tract them, but good deslgning and
good  workmanship, Possibly there
will be little room or eall for the
freakjsh  in our American  c¢lothes
within the next few years, Already |
Amerienn tafloring Is considered s=u-

perlor and has made a demand for it-
self In other countries than our own,

For business, for school or strect
wenr consider the two tallored frocks
shown above. They arve simple, well
finizhed, enviably grace™l amd  are |
made of the same rellable wmaterinls
that ore used for suits. Many n suit,
In these days of high cost of woolens. |
finds itself converted into a Hlll.‘-]lh'a'l'l
dress to go on Its way with [ts rejole-

NOVELTIES

Probably BSantan Claus' [u‘url: cone-
tulned a greater number of pales of
gilk hose this year than ever, and few-
er cotton and woolen puairs, DBut the
shopper who went forth cheerfully to
buy the ususl number of silk stock-
jngs, elther had to Increase her al-
lowance of money or cut the number
pf palrs by almost half. It I8 not like-
Iy that the Incrensed price had much
to do with sales, for price appears to
be a secondary consideration with an
incrensing number of people and mwany
noveltles In sllk hose indicate that
there is a demand for them,

Conservative women In spite of the
beaputy of many of the novelty hose,
stand  stanchly by the plain  black
gllk hose of good quality and consider
it the last word in elegance, but the
holidays brought out very tempting
variations In hosiery, In sllk there
were pairs with fine lace or sllk
net set In at the front, the net em-
broldered with disks, and bows In gold
or sllver tinsel. Beads contributed to
the brilllance of others, Including
veads of blnck jet put on in butterily
and sun-burst designs, Little round
gold beads, made small, scattered
rings on plain stockings und rhine-
gtones Instead of jJet or gold formed
rings uround centers of et on start-
lingly brilliant palirs. Smuall white
flowers ewbroldered in sllk on plain
Winck stockiugs found n greater num-
ber of admirers than any others, ex-
cept those that were all black.

In the light-colored hose silk em-
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One might
snit of two
enough materinl for the pliain dress
nt the left, It Is'plain and has a
waistline, very loosely adjusted, of its
own, although n narrow givdle of the
mnterinl mokes a pretense of holding
it in pluee, Its special pride and glory
found in the embroldered Van
Dvke goints above the henn The wise
designer did not elaborate it any fur-
thier execept to allow the walst n
double row of small, coverad buttons
af thesfront, This dress is o tritle
shorter than the average—a privilege
allowed to younger girls,

The sult at the right is made on the
sime lines, but Is very cleverly man-
nged for a slender figure,  The group
of horizonial tucks abont the bust and
hips help do make”n too thin wearer
just beautifully slender.  The bodlce
fastens on the shoulder and  under
arm and o Jong, narrow sash 1s pret-
tily finished and welghted with beads,
yone buttons eall artentlon to the
lfnes of the skirt which slant Iin to

yenrs

Is to he

| ward the hem,

IN HOSIERY

vorite embellishment, On a lght pink
palr a heart Is outlined In embroldery
sllk above the Instep, nnd is set In the
midst of many small dots embrold-
ered about It, Fine feather stitching
I8 used for this outlining., Stitchery
made an elfective decoratlon in drawn
work on some puairs and suggested
thiat stockings having “runs" might be
put Into commission for wenring by
converting the run Into a wide hem-
stitching.

Drop-stitch hose In all colors and in
white and black proves to be a great
favorite, It Is becoming to the feet
and Is shown In great quantities. DBe-
sldes these luxurious stockings there
are muny warm woolen hose for
sports wear, A favorite for holiday
giving appeared knltted without a heel
and having a thin leather half-sole
at the toe, which was finlshed with
a blg yarn pompon. Just what par-
ticular sport they are made for 18 nog
evident, but for protectipg the shoes
when their wearer drives a ear, they
wlill prove perfect,

Good soft eotton or woolen hose re-
main 8 sensible’ cholee for dally wear
in winter thme, They will help to
keep down the high cost of living,
which the Increasing demand for ex-
pensive silk hose indleates I8 of the
cost of high living,

broldery in self color appears the fa-|

/w&, ﬁ’ﬂ;ﬂﬁ

v

U




